[Serological surveillance of West Nile virus infection in a village of the Central Highlands in Madagascar].
A serological survey on the frequency of West Nile virus antibodies has been carried out in a village near Antananarivo. IgG antibodies were searched for by enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay on 460 sera collected in December 1988 and on 494 sera collected in July 1989. The prevalence of West Nile virus antibodies varied from 13.4% to 21.8% between the beginning and the end of the rainy season. Seroconversion was observed in 14.7% of 354 paired serum samples collected in December and July which had been negative in December. The distribution of seropositive samples in the hamlets, and their frequency in relation to the presence of domesticated animals were analysed. Results show that West Nile virus circulates in the human population of the central highlands of Madagascar, which might account for the pseudo-influenza pathology observed in the region.